First Presbyterian Church PC (U.S.A.)
[Starkville Presbyterian Church PC (U.S.A.)]
Starkville, Mississippi
December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve

Order of Worship
PRELUDE

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Christ Candle
Zitta Family
Advent means coming or arrival. This word has a double significance, as in Advent we
celebrate Christ’s coming into the world and look with longing for this coming again.
The primary symbolism of the Advent candles has to do with light growing in darkness
—leading up to the coming of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
– Book of Common Worship (2018)
GREETING (Book of Common Worship)
One: Christ is born;
All: Give Him glory!
One: Christ has come down from heaven;
All: Receive Him!
One: Christ is now on earth;
All: Exalt Him!
HYMN #147
The First Nowell
The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.
OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
Good and gracious God, on this holy night You gave us Your Son, the Lord of the universe,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. On this holy night draw
us into the mystery of Your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host that we may sing
Your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds that we may find the One for
whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Lord, who lives and reigns with You
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Wonder of Christ

THE SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:1-7

MEDITATION

“Incarnation Package”

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (See below)
Prayer after Communion
SENDING FORTH
HYMN #122
Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

INVITATION
GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: O Lord, when the earth was a formless void you called creation
into being … Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
the choirs of angels, with prophets, apostles, martyrs, and with
all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the
glory of your name:

Vic & Jane Zitta

Rev. Ron McDougald

All:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
One: Holy God, you so loved us … Great is the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
One: … make this and all our prayers.
All: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER LIST:
If you would like to add a request or removal to our list, please contact Nancy Bryson
(324-6320 or nancybryson68@gmail.com) or Rev. Ron McDougald (601-942-8040 or
chaplain.mcdougald@gmail.com)
Here are the most recent additions: Malone Phillips (COVID patient in ICU); Family of
Carolyn Wofford; New FPCUSA Property Work; Local COVID Cases Increase. Please
keep these and all those on the list below in your prayers.
David Earnest
Susan Scales Huffman
Jason Landry & family
Richard Mullenax
Elizabeth Vance

Ellen Goodman
Rev. Chris Kiepe
Rev. Jerry Long
Elizabeth Richardson
Clyde Williams

Rev. Wil Howie
Jetta Kuykendall
Johnny McReynolds
Bettye Seepe
Josephine Zitta

Please be in constant prayer for those suffering with COVID 19, and those who care for them,
those with addictions, homelessness, loneliness, hunger, mental illness, the unemployed,
prisoners and the poor.
SUSPENSION OF ‘FACE TO FACE’ SERVICES. Out of an abundance of caution, and with
love and care for our community and congregation, we continue to suspend all face to face
services (worship, social, choir, etc.) for the immediate future. The Session reviews this decision
at each stated meeting. Our next meeting is Thursday, January 7, 2021. Please contact any
Elder or Ron if you have questions or comments
SYMPATHY. We extend our Love and Christian sympathy to the family of Carolyn Wofford,
who passed away on December 20, 2020. Services were held on December 22, 2020.
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